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U) WS 33,164, January 30, 1976 - 

CIMCPAC BOR POLAD v 

. lm>ls i r :rr: : :: i-;* vsxr- 

Background and Susaary Cerement . 

1». Reference (a) discussed the acrimonious maneuvering t/hich pro- •••;*— 
occupied leading AnQuaug Buddhist figures la nid-Noveiber as tl^ Flfth - 
Bi-Annual Congress of tho An Qunng Unified Buddhist Association <UBA) j^\ 
drew near or, The Fifth Congress, ochedulcd for December 10-12, was 
charged with two major tasks; amending the DBA Charter and selecting • 
a new High Secular Connell (NSC). In particular the position of. Roetpr 
was at issue, having been vacated on January 23, 1973 by tho death of 
tho Venerable Ifcien Hoa, a pro-Big Minh southerner- Ihoboutrcverslal 
Venerable Thlcn Kinh, a central Viotnemcae, as Acting Rector vac drawing 
intense fire from southerners and froa Venerable Tri Quaog, who harbors 
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a strong pcmooal dlsliko for Thietn tttah» Thien Hinh'a critics 
variously c h a r ged him with boing a Lax monk, having oIb appropriated funds 
and with being n in tbe pay of the GYM". Same who feared an increase 
lu extremist opposition inflnanca at An Quang '-.oped to retain Thion Hinh 
in soae position of Influence, but sought someone with a better personal 
ropo tat ion as Rector. 



— - 2t “** Irt^d-Rovci»ber Thieii Hlhh- b determined campaign for the Rectorship 
• seemed Ln trouble*. Tri Quong vaa tending to ally with the southerners _ - 
against hi*. Hgikrver t ably assisted by Venerable Buycn Quang, BSC 
Secretary .General and a follow "moderate", Ihicn Htnh caspalgnad vigo- 
rously vith provincial Buddhist figures. no succeeded in acciMOjlatlng’ 
formidable support on tho floor at tbe Congress, which cvcntually dc^-/ s .- 
locked over tbe election (reference (b))* 



3. Ibis report will summarize the events which l«£Cdiatoly preceded, tbo 
Fifth Bi-Annual Congress; proceedings at the Congrcao itself, and the ea- 
suing deadlock; and the efforts by Tri Quang and others which culxaiha ted 
in tbe intervention of the Supreme patriarch, who oa January 11 uaracd a 
new High Secular Council, Information la incomplete on the sequence in 
which certain events occurred, and ot » some details of the shifting per- 
speroel allegiance. However in broad outline the picture provided below 
believed accurato. . - • . . >*:> 



is 



4, The membership of the Council reflects a compromise between Thicri filbh; 
and Tri Quang to the Virtual exclusion of southerners and b as drawn harsh 
criticism from embittered south era extremists as n “Tightest*” group of - 
h GVH puppets". The now BSC is apparently functioning, although- its ,ohoTtoecd 
Bsaodato — odd -year — and the continuing animosity between Thieoi Ittnh .afuT 
Tri Qusjig, plus the hostility of southerners who fool choat^ at :fho . - 
outcome, will continue to make it difficult for the USC fo speak authbri-- 
tatlvely for siad to the faithful. 



5. The. prestige of tha Buddhist leadership and of tbo Church itself 
has suffered by cUo sometimes sordid agnabbling of the pf^t obutbs^- "The ; 
- disarray in An Quang ranks is no doubt welcomed at Indcpendeoco Palace * 
as reducing tha capacity for coordinated action of a potentially^ signi-. 
f leant, element la the opposition. Bowevav Li>c squabbling at An Quang . 
also Illustrates the continuing failure of one important element of . 
Vietnamese society to achieve political tmity which, under the right v*. 
c ir curs tanc es , could provide an asset to the auti-cowwmist nationalist 
cause. 



6. This report will also briefly discuss tbs cKsitgts Ik tha USA Charter —•* 
which were approved at the Fifth Congress. 
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^ T trsosaittdd separately as reference (c) Is biographic date on 
raw pigh Secular Council* In addition, this alrgraa forwards as 
enclosure a 1, 2 , 3 and 4 documents issued following the Coogreas by 
tlm pro-Thieo Hint faction; aa enclosure 5, a statement of the (lurch's 
f?Ptii H third : force n position; also published by a thlea Hloh supporter; 
and. ^s enclosure. 6y a listing of the new ttlgb Secular. Council oppolo ted- 
by tbo Suprcacc Patriarch by edict oc. January 11, 1974. 

End Background and 5» ary Comment 



S- A fragile Compromise . As tfco Deceator IQ opening date for . the 
. Fifth 31 -Annual Coegress of the United Buddhist Association Congress 
drew nearer, the campaign against Acting factor Thion Klnh grow 
oorc Intense. On Hovcsber 29 a petition was circulated by the southern. — 
faction led by Venn rabies Ho Giac, Phop Tri and Buu Hue, aided by.* — \hc.*+- 
Senator Vu Van Mau zni Deputies Kieu Hong Tha and Hoang Phuc. /The- 
petition urged southern Vena ruble Thicn lloa to stand in opposition to 
Ihien Hinh for. the Rector's post. Han van also circulating a letter _ . 

accusing thicn Hinh and Uuyon Quang of being ° thoroughly corrupt", ' 
Zhoro was also press speculation about a possibly wore prominent, role 
for tbo Venerable Tri Quang. • V ’*" 

9, According to FVS'33,082, Docc*4>er d, I973 r Thicn Coa, Tri Quaug 
and Thien Mlqh in early December reached a tentative compromise "for ~ ‘ 
the sake of Church unity": the post of factor would go to lUen Hoa 

with Tblen Hlnh and Tri Qunng bo lag accorded equivalent novly-creatcd 
positions as Advisors* Thicn Hinh’s condition' for- this was that his 
colleague llayeo Quang retain some Influential post, cither as Secretary 
General or perhaps as First Deputy Rector. The compromise proved fragile, 
bowaver, for the following reasons;-; TUien Boa wan andor ‘ccyitiuufng 
pressure. from southerners and others to exclude Thicn- Hinb and Ifnyon Quang 
entirely; Venerable Due Rhuan,. a northerner' and *a associate of Tri Quang,, 
was also vehemently opposed to retaiolhg Thieo-Hinh or Ikiyx^/Qaang'in *. 
any position of influence and was. reportedly so angry at the co^romisef 
chat ho threatened. to defy his mentor Tri Quan^; and 

was gaining confidence that provincial ^support might just be' sufficient 
to carry the day for Thicn Kinh after all, hence leaking any coacoSBioios 
loss necessary. Although Thien Boa attended a negotiating session. with 
Tri Quang, Tbien Hioh and Tri Thu on December 7 > be was described as 
“angry 1 * and “willing to go it' alone" by one source.* 

ID. The Soprano Patriarch 1 a Directive . Co December 9, on the eye of 
the Co ogress, another wonting of the senior bonzes was 'Convened at 
vbich a Directive fro* the Supreme Patriarch vas. read. It will" be re- 
called that the Patriarch, 95-year-old flue Venerable Giac Khicn, had 
been elected in Jciy 1971 (see referooce (e)j. Appointed then as- his 
chief Assistant vas the Venerable Tri Tbo, a respected central Vietnamese 
bonze whoso assignment was reportedly to influence the Patriarch' along 
lines acceptable to Tri Quang. The Patriarchal Directive read to the 
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assembled bouzoe December 9 requested eh* Con gras a 



to do throe things : 



A« Elect Huuo no* o« Sector; 

B. Retain all incv*d>c£»t High Secular Council mcabors on the Council; 

C. Bovevcr, to reassign responsibilities among then, la a fashion 
not specified In the directive. 



11* Viewed by the Thion Klnh faction, the Patriarchal diroctlvc was 
loaa than satis factory in that it denied the post of Rector to Tilled 
Hioh; and could be used to further downgrade liie from hLs incumbency 
as First Deputy Rector. Viewed by the southerner a, the Patriarchal 
advico was also less than perfect, in that it froze the composition 
of thc lBC in its basically imaouthcra and in- thair view udropresenta-. 
tivo, configuration (except of course for prize of the post of Rector). 



12. Th e Compromlso Rills Apart . The Congress opened December 10 with " 
Tri Quang la tho chair. - This gave rise to more press speculation that' 

he might emerge from the Congress with more eporative responsibilities, — — 
perhaps even vith the Rectorship. Rovever, Tri Quang soon relinquished 
the chair and restated hie more cuatooary behtnd-tbc-scene role. - r 

13. Intense lobbying among Congress representatives ensued. Strong 

provincial delegation support for the Tbiea Hinh-Buyen Quang faction __ 

became apparoat. Oa that first day, December 10, Thicn Kinh gave a 
fighting speech to the Congress. Re targeted his lay oppk>neat3 in the 
Buddhist Parliamentarians 1 Liaison Group (BPLC), attacking the* for -v- 

opportunism and Insincerity in their claim to be tho only true H 6tmgglcra*-.- : 
Ha charged hlo enemies with "sabotage" and ^blasphcsy", singling out ' ~ : 
Senator Ton That Dinh, publisher of CoogJLuan. Thica Kloh recalled his 

own leadership during the struggles, but assorted that now is. not- the 
time for the Church to play an overt political role. Re called for the - . -■ 
expulsion of the BPLG from their quarters in tha An Q^ang. Pagoda. At 
some point in the proceedings, it is not clear exactly when, a vote urns 
takon and the BPLG ceAsored. This was an impressive debbastf atioh of 
Thion Mich's floor strength. (Sec ^Enclosure 1 for a Decc^errll CPQ- :: . 

ounique issued in the aaca of the Congress denouncing the BPLG. ) V -r;,"." 

-nevertheless, tho BPLC still bolds its actings In An Quang yhich,- lit 
will be recalled, is still under the direct ^ control of its Abbott, 

Thien lloa, %dko is sympathetic to the BPLC. That the BPLG of flee, is - 
still at An Qoaog was confirmed by Vu Van Mau to an Embassy officer. 

March 2. (Rovover on Karch 18 Senator Tran Quang Tbuan told ah Embassy 
officer the BPLG hod moved out.) 

1A. In his capacity of Assistant to tbo Patriarch, Tri tho read to the' TT'I ~ 

Congress the Patriarchal Directive referred to in paragraph 9 above. 

The next day, December 11, was taken up with further lobbying. I 
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15, Thlcn Hoa*s Ultimata* and Kalk-Out . $<weti*e oq late December 11 
or early Deccabe r 12, lbi.cu Hoa and bis southern supporters subwit tod 
a latter to tbo Congress la which they Laid down a virtual ultlaatus: 
Tnica Boa said be would agree to accept the BSC Rectorship as' the 
Supreme Patriarch had directed, bat only if he could designate the 
top HSC leadership as follows: fellow southerner Tri Tlnh as Deputy 

Rector In charge of internal affairs; Quang Do, a northern opponent 
of Thiort Hinh and-.frl Quang follower, as Deputy Rector id charge of. 
external affairs; Ph&p Tri, another southerner j .as Deputy Rector for 
general affairs; and fiuycn Vi, a south Central Vietnamese sympathetic 
to tbo southerners, as Secretary General. (Aa carliar list floated 
by Thlen Mlnh supporters had been purely sodistc . ) 
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16. Cocct era tracking, Thlen Hinh and Buy cn Quang charged {Lien Boa — 

with seeking to dit.tace to the Con gT css and seeking to pack tho DSC 

leadership with southerners. A voto was called for cm tho three ‘•v:vT;;5:“* 

re c om i c p da t ions in the Patriarchal Directive listed in paragraph 9 ^bayo.: 

(a) Thlen Hoa was chosen Rector; (b) tltc Congress voted to retold all ' _ 

Ltctaobcntxi on the TTSC; (c> but voted not to reassign rcaponsittlitlca 

0*0 tig the*, as the Patriarch had directed. This last vote was a clear ‘ ‘ 

victory for Thlen Hinh cod Huyen Quang, as lt*;t^talnc4^thcs' In .key.''....—/w^;'...-:-:. .:.u. 

positions of First Deputy Rector and Secretary General respectively. 

thlen Uoa then walked out of tho Congress, according go ao*e reporto, . 

thus highlighting the deadlock. - • 

. ... .... . — ■'•'■'j-: — ; — '■ •*■*— 

17,. The Deadlock: tore Walkouts^ . The float session of the Congress 
was convened at 2:30 p.a. December 12 with one of ISblnn Hinh's principal, 
opponent e. Due Hhuan, in the chair. Due IBwan first invited into the 
Congress ball several of the loading lay members of tho Buddhist Farlia- ** 
aontarlans * Liaison Group (BFLG). (See paragraph 13 above for previous 
Congress action censoring the BPLC.) Etoc Oman's invitation to the _ 

BFLG va a viewed by Thicn Hinh* s supporters as a challenge to. the validity 
of all the Congress* previous proceedings, especially tho key vote tp;;^’ 
retain all HSC iAcwabunta in their previous positicraaV Thien Kirth*a : 

supporters noisily challenged . Doc Khuan on this .point^r^ ..-rrL.r. 

ho 09 Chairman waa deviating fro* tba es Labile bed agenda sad pointing: .:-; 
out that the Congress bad already disassociated tho Church fro* the BPLG. ‘ 

16. This Issue unresolved, tbo Congress prepared to turn to the oc^t 
agenda item, a report by Secretary General Buyen Quang on projected ’ 

Buddhist activities during the cosing two-year term of the .BSC, . Again 
Due flxuan intervened said uproar to prevent Buyen Quang fro* speaking, 
fluyen Quang nevertheless delivered his address. 
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19* As this Last day of the Congress wore on into the evening hoars, 
debate boco&o moro and more acrimonious. Following a brief supper 
break, the bonzes gathered again at IQ: 15 Present vaa Tri Q*xe«g, 

ubom many thought would propose some major compromise to break the 
deadlock, bat ho reportedly loft the Co a gross after only twenty minute 
(Tri.Qeang was subsequently criticized for failing to speak oat at 

this critical juncture by some bonzes,) Fighting to the end to. prevent .{t 

thQ Congress from confirming Thicn Hi oh and Hoyen Quang in their - ; !c. : ; 

positions f Due fttroan finally rose to address a shocked Cong teas with 

these words: ,f I have £© evidence chat the Venerable Thien ttoa has 

absented hi&self from these proceedings because he could not sit to- 
gether with trespassers of Buddha's Law," This was an unmistakable 

public reference to the charges of concubinage and theft of Church 

funds which hod been circulating against T^icn Hinh and Huycn Quang- - t~.' 

Ifc»c Khuan further assorted that he 1l hod evidence 1 ' against the trespassers,^ 
which, howovar, he was not then authorized to roved 1- • to- the "Congress — • 

but which would be made available to appropriate Church disciplinary ™ 

bodies. Reportedly speaking through tears, Due Khoao tlvon resigned^ - -y * • 

his post as Secretary General of the Suprcae Ecclesiastical Coimcil 
(in which capacity he had convened the Congress and chaired most of " 

its sessions) and left the Congress. • . v .?v^r.- 

. , ' ~ 

20, At this point, Tu Khou took tho chair; a southerner, he was however ', 
supporting Thion Mlnh/Buyea Quang (see rt^creTOC* (c) and (f)), Beforo ;* 

the Congress could determine its next coarse of action, six members of . \ . 
tho BSC rose, announced their resignations, and ua Iked out. AH-onci- 
Thien Hinh, those who walked out were either northerners. allied with - 

Tri Quang, or southerners: Quang Do, Cioc IXic, and Quang hong, 

northerners; and llo Glsc, Tri Tinli, and Ptiap Tri, soutbemero . Giac Due • 
later explained to an Embassy officer that this ■oancuvcr had been devised': 
by Quang Do and himself and "cleared* with Tri QuAng. It vae also 
coordinated with Due Nbuan, whose own resignation aod. walkout immed lately-, 
preceded theirs. Its intent, of course, waa to dlaropt the -Congress i . T 

before it could conclude its work, thus stymieing Thiea Hlnh and IRiyco - ^ 

Quang who at that paint had in face been reelected, to their. poc iticna, ^ 
as First Deputy Sector and Secretary General. the- six claimed that-in {v-. ' • :J : 

their absence the Congress had dissolved nod thus all its work 1 6 that iU.L.. L 

point was null and void (except the previously adopted Charter amend 
■eats, which as will be seen below, CLac Due was most anxious to see 
remain intact). . ! ? 




if - 






:te 



? 



21. The Venerable Tu Mhan did not acknowledge that the Congress was no 
longer competent. He brought it to a formal close at midnight, declaring 
that if Thien Boa refused to accept the Rectorship*. Che presen 
would remain in office (including of courso Thien Kinh as Acting [Rector) 
until a new Congress could be coovoned. (Tu JBxm's final coaouniqne, 
in ctiieh he defends the competence of the CmsgTOs* a* described above, . 
is appended as enclosure 2.) 
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^ Charter Isflua * Before deal lug with the poet -Congress 
confusion and acrimony, developments vlth regard to the Internal 
Charter of . the An Quang UBA should be described. Arc ad log the 
Charter was one of the two principal tasks of the Fifth Congress, 
the other of coarse being tbo selection of a nev High Secular 
Council, Wall before the Congress opened. Venerable Due teroan had 
ccMpiled a eat of proposed amendments. Oa Decnahdr 2 and 3, a 
Committee chaired "by TrI lowing met to' discuss thou. They included * '•* 
proposals; ‘ 

A. To eliminate tho tern "Onifiad” fro® the title of the 

- Association. Due Jfcuoa (a northerner) nrgoed that tho term r. 

perpetuated tho cooccpt of regionalism, sod was therefore 
divisive ; ““”".^7.*. T 

B- To Increase the power, of the Supreme Ecclesiastical 

Council (SBC), of which ha was Secretary CCiM^ 

secular affairs, at tho expense of the ltigh Sccolnr Council; 



C. To ailro laymen to hold certain scats on the HSC^ '- -* • 

thus increasing the potential political . role "of .--.'that '.'-bidyv *' ‘773T.77 

23, Hhile Tri Quang’s role in the debate whlcli followed is ai^bigaous,' 
Clac Due and his colleague and friend Qoang Do opposed Due (^han 
strenuously,. (Tri Qoaag later reportedly said that while be opposed • .7 
Thlcn Hinh and Uuycn Quang, Due Nhunn had "gone too far 11 in hie vcheeent 
attacks on them, reference (J),) Cine Due. tola an* Embassy officer 
that he was determined to prevent the SEC from usurping the secular • 
affairs responsibilities of th» JfSC, as tho former is composed of 
elderly monks woo arc "naive* 4 politically and would be more subject 
to political manipulation than the more worldly younger bomrea. on 
tho KSC. Ho was also adamantly opposed to allowing laymen onto: tho 
nsc, a step he uaa sure which was backed by activist and in so*e cases 
extremist figures on tho Baddbist far liftsccatnri arts 1 Liaison Group 
(APLG) . Cine Due tea rod a lavBecnls-roln on tha BSC would. Bean ■oorc 
radical Influence in Church affaiTS. ./ .* . rV> 



24. On Dcceo&or 3 Due Khuan*G proposals were rejected. Amendments 
approved were; 

A) To limit the public role of the Supreme Patriarch. . • 
to one public statement annually; 

and to create a Deputy Patriarch who would succeed 
in the event of a vacancy; 
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C) To insert language In the Charter which would allow 
the Supreme Patriarch "to take appropriate action 
i-i extraordinary clrcsas tanc&s, " This language v*a 
shortly to bo Invoked to Justify the call for 
Patriarchal intervention following the deadlock at 
the Fifth Congress (reference H and paragraph 30 £f below), 

25* : Although Due Mhoan reportedly promised to continue to push for 
hi* amendments, on December 12 the Fifth Congress "approved 7Ciac IX»c's 
proposed amendments. When the six anti-Thicn Minh boozes walked out 
of the Congress Into ©a* last day of the Congress proceedings, they 
sought thereby to declare the Congress incompetent with regard to the 
election of a new Couocll, but did not seek to annul , tho amendments 
as voted December 12. Clac Doc has described this outcome as highly 
satisfactory to him and ether anti- cors*mist& on the BSC. 

Tu Hhoo'a Declaration and Communique 



26. On December 14, Venerable Tu Khon,ln bis capacity as Chairman of 
thfr Congress at its close, issued a Co«m*ni<juo Ho. Q115 to tho faithful 
which asserted that the Fifth Congress had come to a successful conclu- 
sion, having 1l voted the aoaodaents to the Buddhist Charter" pud bovlxig 

"imaoimoosly" voted to retain the JtSC in of £ ice trat 11 the .Convening 

another Congress (sec enclosure 3). r ; 

27. On the same .date Tu hi ion also circulated a more lengthy Declaration, 
dated December 12, which summarized in more detail the vork of the Congress 
from tho Thten Hlnh/Ruyen Qiurog. point, of view (scc.exvol oeure A). Tho 
Declaration asserts that tho Congress had escaped- in. its last hours the 
"danger that coaid have wrecked it and disrupted the Church, D The 
Declaration es aorta the validity of the Congress vote retaining tho 

Council membership Intact "until another Congress can be held to elect r - ~- 

the High Secular Couocll for a new term.” Furthermore the Dec iara t ion _ ” 
maintained that the Fifth Congress tl opposed any attempt to ... r<arpco „• . 

the powers of the organizations which nave d iscriminated a galas c and ^ 

sought to destroy Bud&ism” (hero read the BPLC). - .* 



r 



28. On the Issue of Peace . Regarding the Issue of peace, tho _ pc clara-.. .. 
tioa issued by Tu Hbon restated tho conventional formulation which, 
under the leadership of Thleu Hinh, has been the hallmark of similar 
Church statements this past year; the Parie Agreement is to bo fully 
implemented, those who violate it are to be condemned, and tba KW ia 
responsible for solving rhe pressing problems of the people "otTwtryise, 

disturbances will become inevitable." Finally the Declaration also - — 

warned all clergy and believers ,p both in and outside the country, to guard 

against any attempt to subvert the Church, regardless of origin, and Co 

continue implementing the rcsolutievn of the Fourth Cc^rgrc357" 

This is the- exhort at ion to hold to the low-profile, disengaged political 
posture which tbo BSC has advocated since the signature -of the Paris Agrea^ixtT 
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29* And Especially Bo Third Force Role for the Charch . Elaborating 
On Shis <«— Kartaac pointy Veoerablo Thong {Syu wrote an article which 
was enclosed, in the publication issued by the UUA following tbo Fifth 
Congress* Thong Bun strongly attacks the Idea that the Charch should 
take a position with regard to the ''Third Force 1 ’ because "the latter 
has not. HAde Itself known yet." Thong Beni argues, “The UBA has put 
forth Its own doctrine of reconciliation* But socc sciLl ask, why 
doeB it not want to set itaolf up as a third force? ... Tha reason ~ — ' 
is that the UBA, has no desire to rank Itself with or against the two 
Antagonists, and thus become a third antagonist. Two political colors 
are obstacles enough to any real solution for our country ... M Thong 
Bun c occludes that the Church will play "no. go-between rolo ...* M (Soc 
enclosure 5 for the text of Thong Buvi's article*) — 

30. Despite tho hold- fast stance of the Thien Minh group ia asserting 

that the Fifth Congress bad legitimized Che present HSC until another 

Congress could be hold, strongly conflicting views eventually ^ prc^ilodT. 
Mot however without an extended period of store acrimonious and public 
disagreement which loft -the reputation of the Church. and-: its leadership 
badly bruised* — 

31. The Thien Minh/Buyen Quang group continued to promote its' position 

through las aing documents and declaratioitf 6uch as these abovo^ lkiypa ' 
Quang retained his office at An Qo&ng and function of BSC Secretary. 
General deep i to cries against hi*. (Tri Qoang was reportedly very •' . . 

critical of Ihiyan Qoang for continuing to act os BSC Secretary General*) 

On December 15 8FLG leader Vu Van Kan convened aacoctlng decrying the 
BFLG "expulsion 1 * aw! calling on Thien Boa, the presiding Abbott at 

An Qoang, to move the BSC offices out of the building so as to escape 
the bands of tho "usurpers." Falling in this,, lay leaders of the 5PLG ' . 
asserted their right to continue to meet at An Quang, while.’ lminch tag 
in alliance with Due tfiioaxi a personal cou atcra t tack oolb ten Hirh.; ;; 
latter cl aired bo would publish the charges of concubinage, thefty-s^-’ 
perversion againsc Thien Hinh and Buyeir Quang » — Song TTkiO. iliu rtly bjgfean ' - 
to attack tho "sabotage of degenerate bonzes"* Due Bhuan also declared 
on December 13 that honccforth all Church bus Inose utrold be conducted 
by tbo Supreme Patriarch* 

32. December 16 and 17 saw fruitless nee tings convened by Tri Tho at 
which various combinations of eaalor boozes sought bot failed to teach 
agreement (references (f) and (i))* On December 17, Venerable' Thien Minh 
submitted a letter of resignation as Acting Rector (this was Thien Ninh’3 
second "resignation" in four weeks). Be posed however as a cooditlouL. 
that Hnyen Quang be re t a ine d in a position of influence. . The southerners 
demurred, saying they would hsve^vo thing to do with Buyen Quang, On 
Deceaph^r 3t A Thies? Hinh reportedly softesed tfrf * eoeditlr^i 

(reference (J)). Rumors began to circulate that yet another schism was 
facing the Church, either by disgruntled southerners ..or. by the Thicn .Hinh vr 
faction. 
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33 ‘ Trt Qwrng Intervenes . Bowevar, the ccrat ending factions recoiled 

frt5m ^ prospect of another schism. 0a December .22 about .25 senior _ 

bongos sot with Trl Ouang and agreed to invoke the new language In tho 
Oiartar to call for* the Intervention of the Supreme Patriarch. Various 
combinations were anted: that Trl Quaag, Quang Do, Tri Thu, and 

Thien Hoa act in place of the BSC for three months pending a new 
Congrosa ; that a new Congress be convened (Tri Quang strongly objoctcd _ 
to this, on grounds that Thioe Hinh and Huyen Quang would again In- 
fluence the provincial delegates, reference (j)>; that a "Buddhist 

Affairs Cowittee” be selected from a wider group of boozes to run tha 
UBA until a new Congress In 1974 (Thien Boa's Idea); and that the 
Patriarch bq requested to co-opt a new BSC. The latter was decided 
upon, and Trl Tha was despatched to Kuo to mmaon the elderly Patriarch.; 



34. On December 31 the Supreme Patriarch arrived in Saigon and launched 
a s or las of consultations with the various faction. Tl^so took placek- :: - 
against a continuing backdrop of sordid acrimony. - For example, a ebargo 
of 14 separate instances of cohabitation against Thien Mint were aired 

In So dr Than . (Thion Hinh has lodged a libel action Against the papor 
which has not yet been resolved In tho courts.) there worn accuSAtionc 
that access to the Supreme Patriarch was being taa alpol atod by ooe o r the 
other faccloa. A latter "signed in blood" protesting Thien Hinh was 
do live rod co the Patriarch. On January 1 Thion Hinh and Iko'ch-Quang 
presented their case to the Patriarch, stressing tho fact that the * 
Congress bad lawfully voted to retain the former BSC Intact. Tho next 
day southerners Ho Giac and Thien Boa met with tho Patriarch, who sought 
to convince Thien Boa that be should accept the post of Re_ctor. The 
latter reportedly agreed but only on condition that USC scats be denied 
Thien Hinh and Uayen Quang. The bargaining and jostling continued for 
several days (sec reference (j)). 

35. A Hew High Secular Council Mamed . The Patriarch finally agreed to 
Tri Quang'a suggestion that he decree tbe membership of a new BSC. The 

Patriarchal edict dated January 8 vas circulated within Church circles 

January 11, and it is fres thin date that the -appointments arc doemod 
effective. The term of office is ooe year,i.e.> until January 11, 1975 
when a Sixth Congress Is to be convened. 



36. The Venerable Tri Thu was named Rector while both Tri Qaang and 
Thion Hinh were do signa ted to new positions ae Council Advisors. Knyen 

Quang was named to the post of Deputy Rector. The new Council rep re- . 

cents a compromise between the Thion Hinh and Tri Quaog central Vietnamese 
factious at the expease of the southerners who jast missed being shut out 

of ail cop HsC positions . (See enclosure 6 for a liar of the netr II5C, 

and reference (c) for an analysis and biographic detail.) 
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37, The new HSC was denounced Immediately by southerners and extremists 
as “rightist", a "tool or the GVK tl , and “corrupted*. An attest to 
ssosuvq a**u iuVtsot cbn Dtw oSC on January 10 failed because* many 
southerners refused to participate, Oo January 12 the new HSC was 
announced to the geooral public without any ceremony, and on January . 14 
the Patriarch rotor oed to his Hue Pagoda, - - • 

38* Other Assignments , tfitb the designation of Tri Thu as HSC Rector, 

his position as Assistant (now teracd Deputy) to the Patriarch became ~~ 

vacant. Another Important position cm the Suprcsoo Ecclesiastical Council, 
that of Secretary Gonoral, had also been vacated when Due tfluian resigned 
on December 12, The Venerable Thinn Boa has been appointed by the 

Patriarch to the Deputy (position; so far no name to rcplaco Due Hhuan 

has yet boea announced, Thicn Qoa's assignment thus plncos a southerner 
as next in line to succeed. Another Venerable, tfhut Lion, was appointed _ T 

Aide to tho Patriarch. ' 

39. The Swedish Gift Affair . Sometiwo during the early- senscor of 1973“ 
a Swedish benevolent organization presented as a gift to the' Ah Quang.. 

Unified Duddhiet Association a sum amounting to 103; 640, 450 $VH; (Dollar .-™ 
equivalent at current exchange race of $1,00 “ 590$VN is about $175,000, 

a substantial sum.) Uayen Quang as BSC Secretory Ceneval rcceivod the 

moony. Tho enemies of Thien Hinh and Huycn Quang Immediately charged : * 

that the fund was being. Improperly used. Added to other allegations of . 

porsonal misconduct against Thien Hi oh, the "Swedish gift* 1 charges far- 

tbor pdboned the atmosphere at An <>inng. 

40. During the floor fight at tho Fifth Congress, two Fouthero bonzes, 

who had previously been harshly critical of Thien Hinh, abruptly shifted 
to hie support: Vene rabies Phap Lao and Thong Buu. Hiclr shift has 

never boon fully explained, Ikwovcr according to Vu Van Hau, Phap Lan 
shifted sides because of a promise from Bayon Quang of substantial - _ 
fond lug from the Swedish gift for Phap Lan' s Committee to Free Djddhist 
Political Prisoners (see reference (£)). Man further alleged that sup- 
port for Thien Hinh and Huy on Quang had s lad lar ly been bought from ” 

Venerable Tu Hhon, the USC Treasurer who chaired the Congress in Its 
tumultuous closing moments (sec paragraphs 20 ff above). According 

to Nau, Tu Hhon was given a substantial amount to build a pagoda In hia - 

home province of Sadec, in the Delta, fcdva cover the troth of such alle- 
gations, they illustrate the unhealthy atmosphere of rarrimination 
pervading debate on important matters at An Qoamg. 

41. Oe^jst^ rattle ting on the Swedish gift lAtue, Huyen Quang cn 1 

Issued a public statement denying the charges, listing tl\c amount ns- come- 
what In excess of 103 million $VH (It had been moored as much larger). 

On January 5 the HSC announced chat anyone with a legitimate need for tbo 
information could audit the Swedish fund account, while the issue 
probably still festers, it has not again been raised publicly since. 
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42. Angry Reaction But Invcstitgrc Finally on gabmgr 10 . 

The initial angry southern reaction to the new LESC was as noted 4tove. 
Southern bouzce walked out of a January 8 nesting at which the Patriarch 
announced his edict* -tBcy refused to participate in any investiture 
coroiony for" the new Council* first scheduled for January 10, thon 
January -12, -then a gain- January 30« Clandestine TLadio Liberation 1 * . -_.r 
termed- the- twwr Council a ^roup of n trait6«" in a broadcast s^^tored 
January 10. X)q January 15 a meeting was held at tho-ho«e of Ccneral - v~ 
Duong VAix '^Big" ttioh at vfclch many of his southern political associates 
condemned the appointments as '‘rightist*' and "designated by the GVN", 

The meeting reportedly concluded that the new Council you Id only 
functioa4 "temporarily* 1 , although speculation that a southern 6 chi am - 

might occur soon, died away. A ceremony of investiture was' finally " - 
hdld at An Qoang February 10, presided over by Tri Thu. 2^ 

^3- The ttev Council is now operative. . Hoyever,.: hampered by : 

rciaainlng personal and regional animosities, it caaoet spoak for the ..-. ;, 
faithful with Its former authority. • ♦ . 
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Vlccncscse Unified Buddhist Ascoclotloa 
High Secular Coucveil 
Coevuulquc 

. Volleying submission of reports f roe* various (provincial)- 
Associations, the Congress, in its session on the afternoon of* : ~r 
December 11, 1973., discussed various problems relating to. the 
various Association? this past tena. Farticulariy, the Congress . 
dealt with thd scherre of --exploit lug factional end regional 

divisions which has led to a disruption of Church unity and to a - t; 

lowering of dignitaries- 1 prestige, with a viov to paralyzing the 
leadership machinery of the central Church organization.. Various 

cocr3Knlc.it ions tiodia, such a3 the press and leaf lets, have been 

employed in this effort. Typical is doily. Cooft -Limn which. 
during the past eight laonths', has unleashed slanders and distor- - - 

tiooio .niEcd at wrecking the prestige of the Church^ leading 
dignitaries. .* i "‘-hv- 

Vorlous orgooizotions attempting to exploit Juddhico, such\"/>I^.- *1'-;.: -v 

os tbo “Buddhist Par 1 1 aeon car ions * Liaison Group** and the **Ko -*V 

Phep Laymen's Croup" played n role in this scheme. The Congreso , ’; :4 

denounced these tactics by forces hostile to Suddhtaia of Breaking 1 ’: 
tha bundle of chopsticks one by one*'. ' . 

Bocnuac of the present very serious aud cc#*p Heated-sf tunt ion -V* • 
of the Church and of the country, the Church f^ist be directed by . ^ .--i 

a clear-sighted, courageous, unified leadership tn : the days ahoed. 

This is why the Congress haa uncovered aad criticized these •; , * -i; 

schfcstes foe the faithful to sae and understand. At the soiee tiws/ l . r. 

the Congreos lias adopted the following Resolutions: " L-. 

1. THO Co ogress rcjecio all vieiiuvi'a ckw vlstC>»ti«wS ••> "! -v^v. . 

against leading dignltnrieo on the Kigh SocularCounci I ; ...... 

2. The Congress fully refects the '‘Buddhist ?nrliaoantoriops*^\ . 'X . 

Llaleoo Group* and the “So Phnp Layc^n's Group**;' * V' 

3. The Congress appeals to all levels of the Church to 

heighten vigilance with regard to those organizations 
vhich seek to exploit Suddhiftt* and which do not fall - 

within the purview of the General Association of Mriyocn y - 
or other organizations recognl7ucd by the Unified *' 

Buddhist Church. . 

Saigon, December 11, 1973 
Fifth Congress of the Church'- • : 

(Disseminated by the Office of the 
High Secular Council of. the 
Unified Buddhist Association) 
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Viet Hats Unified Buddhist Church 
High Secular Couucil 



•c *•' 

•• :<■ . 



243 $i> Van fl«h 
S/ii^on 10 

Report Ho. 07 
. (December 13, 1973) 




Chairman: 



Ycnerablc IX»c flhuoa (nt the beg inning) * 
Venerable Tu When (at the end.) 






.* M 



Secretary; Venerable Thiel) Quong Thenh-<vho had resigned frea 
the function of Secretary together uith Vepcrcblc 
' Tu ilenh. oad Venerable Hal Thanh, at the cad of the 

Fifth Congress on December 12, 1973, but vas later -... 7 ,: 
iuvlted again by the Congress). - ^ 



-v \ 



Present: Venerebles Phap Lan, llo Cioc, Quaap. Do, Tu Ifooa, . *\ 

Han Glee, Glee Due, Tri Qu3Q§ } lliap tri* Trt TInh It ... . ^ 

atw all delegations of representatives of provinces, ; . ‘ --•"H- 

cities and districts of the Capital: \.*. r ;* - - '-y’K 1 

■ _ v 

Opening; At 22:15 on return froa the School of Youth for j 

Social Welfare, after having supper there- ’ - * 



i-:i; «*lv SI 

mi 

S^§£; ■•! 

?vfi 0 ' ' ■ 



L 1 

* 4 ^ :•] 

- '• 'j* 



Discussion ; Continued to discuss the election of the nev Steer 
ing Ccscslttcc of the High Secular Council for its 
5th teru of office. 



• |Sr-;<;i 

/Vv' _j 

>: ?Mw.u:s>zi i . 

svZiji -Ij nrt-A $ : 

Y\* • < 



Opinions: 



Vo invite Venerable Thien Hoa to assets the ^ost.of'. 

Reeror, and to agree that tW Tre^ainiiog fsc^beta V'iiV J 
be invited by Venerable Ihien Uoe, end to consider . * .> ^ 

that as a condition for obtaining the approval of 
the Venerable. 



According to the petition of. Che absolute c-Djorityof the 
delegations of- 
carry out the 
to invite venerable 
tp Bsaiataln all the remaining jteti^era In office, as fonrerly. 




Best 
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According to the instructions of the Voncrcblc Assistant to 
the Patriarch (Jri Thu), if a deadlock arise* * the High Secular 
Council Tot' the 4 th torsi of office should be maintained 1 a office 
until another Congress is held,. 

The Ckxigxcas ,csjbs j;o a dca.dlock, the Venerable yho. presided •; 
orvertte Congress (Due KUuan) resigned, and charged tbe Congress 
fto elect soother' Chairman , ..... .* J - 

Venerable Tu Khon %/S9 invited by the Congress to presido 
with the ccmocot of Venerable Due tfhuan, who bad resigned. 

Venerable Tu Rboo, aa Ch.-xir-vm, broke through the deadlock 
of tl»o Congress, and the Congress unanimously agreed with thc- 
follouing Doe la Ions: 

1. Seriously to execute the instructions pfjbc_ Potriaich,.;. 
inviting. Venerable Thien Hoa to nscuec the 'pose of 
Hactox* and saint lining In office all the refining 
ttcabcrs as formerly; 

2. In case Venerable Thien lloa refuocs, the Congress 

shoo Id. Invite the whole High Secular Council for the 
4th fccr» Or office to rcaain in office until another 
Congrcao la held by the Church to elect a; new High — ■ • • - 

Secular Council, as instructed by the Vcncreblfc 
Assistant to tltc Patriarch Cfri Thu). . 



Closing: The Congreso closed at 24:00 



Signed and Sealed 
Chairman 

Venerable Tu Khan 



Jr 



Secret if yV : 

■ t-.'.t" :.iv ■ 

Venerable Thich Qiiang Ihanfi 
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DECLARATION 

of the Pifch Congress of the 
Viat Has Unified Buddhist Church 



Considering: 

Tern year* since jta foundation, the Vietnamese Unified Buddhist 

Church has set with repeated and ever -worsening difficulties and cub- " 

very i on from wichlu and from without, especially since tho late 
Patriarch died; 

Tho Charch ha3 triad to overcome the obstacles, and haa contributed 
greatly to tho major historic deeds with regard to the people and Buddhism; 

The Fifth Buddhist Congress has been held, while the war Is still . 
going on in this country, with its exhausted economy, depressed society,'. " 
and most critical divisions between tho people; ... .. — 



The Fifth Buddhist Congress, in order to continue the odjaaionand. 
prosorvo tho tradition of tho Church, unanimously 



Free latas : 

A* As pur internal policy : 




1) Respectfully to express gratitude to all those monks -and 
Buddhists, for their noble sacrifices during the pest ten years, that- have - 
helped the Church exist and develop; >•*, 



2) With absolute unanimity and unprecedented clearsightedness and . 
persistence of its members in the voting for the leadership Of the Church, ; 
during Its last hoars the Congress ha a escaped the danger that could Havo. • 
wrecked it and disrupted the Church; 

3} The Coe gross fully votes to retain the High. Secular Council J.. 

of the Foiarth term until another Congress can be teld to elect; the High 
Secular Council for a new term; . /'• , 

, 4) The Congress calls upon the jelergy and believers both in and 

outside tho country to guard against any attempt to subvert the & torch , 
regardless of origin, and to continue implementing the resolutions of - • 

the Church’s Fourth Congress; _ .. 

5) The Congress la opposed to any atteapt to retaliate on the • 
Buddhist by restoring the powers and organizations which have discriminated 
against nod tried to annihilate Buddhism (Cogent; Here read 2?bS); 
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B, As ah external policy : 

6) Tho Church. Appeal* to the ccnlttod parties of tho Viotnaa - 
waa folly to comply with the Part* truce a^rca^at of January 27, 1973;* 

~-Pr— -71 - The Church firuly oppose* the deliberate -violations of . tho - 
Agreement, on the part of any party that trie* to extend the war, vhlch 
tends to break out again; ■« 

‘.8) 1 he Church dcaumda that the RVN Government urgently .solve the 

cri^^iich are seriously affecting tho people's lifq; othorylsa 
disturbances' will bo inevitable; *_ V- ... TV. \. 

^9) The Church appeals to all peace-loving people in. the world 
and to. the. nations connected with the Paris Agreement to seek', reeling 
to havo tho concerned parties respect and coop ly with tbo Agreement " ' 
so as to. bring a boot an early peace In Viet Ha», *' .. ‘ 

• liado In Saigon, on December 12, 1973, X"-. 

• ' The Chairman . . 

oft ho Convention’s last. Meeting. • . 

Signed: * ' 5 .' 

Venerable Thich Tu H1 k>h 
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UBCLASSIFTED Enclosure 5 of 

Saigon A- 56 

The Vietnamese Buddhist Unified Church 
and che Third Force 
(Fen. Thong Buu) 7 

A recent rumor said that tho Fifth Buddhist Congress and a number of ^ 
Buddhist leaders had declared that they would not recognise the Third * 

Fjojrcc. . _ . _ - 

Uhat 1 write below la designed to dispel a Misunderstanding among members 
of tho Buddhist congregation, a mis understanding caused by nearsighted 
and ambitious personages of influence, and not to dismiss -or confirm 
that rumor. 

First of all, the Fifth Buddhist Congress vas publicly held with the 
attendance of nearly one thousand delegates and Buddhist leaders, hut : 
not one ever beard the Congress make any affirmation or denial vith-- : " i; v 
regard to tho Third Force, 

ttore: Buddhism is a pcacc-advocating religion. The Buddhist laity as .. 

well as the leaders of the Vietnamese Unified Buddhist : Qw^ 

bloody sacrifices with tbo sole purpose to secure peace for VH*- How ----- 

that peace has Just taken shape, their purpose is to safeguard it at 7 
any cost (which is one of the four points advocated by the Buddhist 1 

iSiurch). •' 

Does it make sense to say that they are safeguarding peace while denying 
the Third Force? But the controversial point arises in the fact that 
the understanding from one person to another about that force differs, ' 
because tho Force has not made itself known yet. 

Under the Faria Accords , the Third Force shall consist of two halves, 
each being designated by one South Vietnamese party. As a consequence 
of this* it cannot be an independent force, and how can it bo called a 
Force while if is denied independence? And composed as It is, how can 
it conciliate tbo two- antagonist parties? - s ■ 

According to the concept and the stand of the Ito if led' Buddhist Gwrch, - 
the Third Porco should consist of those persons who do not espouses the ' 
doctrine of this or that aide. With that composition, can. it be strongs, 
enough to carry out the important lesion entrusted to it by the ration?/. 

*The UBA has put forth its own doctrine of reconciliation* But soma still 
ask, why does it not wane to set itself up as a Third Force? Especially 
as the Church la uniquely qualified for thia^ tTKA has no desire to racdc?7 
itself with or against the two antagonists, and thus become a third 
antagonist. Two political colors ere obstacles enough to any real 
solution for our country* The e scab 11 shoe at of a Third Force, or.-thlttg-:?:-? 
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An Quang Unified Budd hist Agao ciotloa 
High Secular Council 
Aageiatgd by the Pat: larch 

January 11 . IP74 
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These arc acyl y created positions which have no vote. 



"According to Venerable Giac Due;- the titles of First, Second, and Third 
Deputy Sectors have been abolished and nil three Deputies have equal 
irtaoding. They would have to choose £ voa «*>ng thrvaelyes-'.fi successor 
to the Rector, shoo Id that post Pall vacant, however j press accounts. - 
of the nev Council invariably llatUuyca Quang as First Deputy Rector, 
Quaa$ °° * c Second, and I'hsp Tri as Third. It seem likely that in 
fact they will exert authority in roughly that order. 

iiri ^ ; rhc legislative history behind the peculiar title of Acting V Youth . * 
Cottslssioncr "General dates back co the 1971 Fourth Congress, when 
Thiea Hinh and Tri Quaog clashed over the election of Giae IXic to 
replace the foraer as Cosdbiis* loner Gcucral. The title is a holdover 
fTO« a coicproolsc reached then. Giae Due is a voting F^rbcr-.oftbc 
Council, however, and for all purposes exercises full authority over 
youth affairs. . ' . '* ' • 
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